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The safety of our players, parents, volunteers and fans is of the highest importance to the Indy Eleven Spirit Soccer Club. Fields Marshals along with Site Coordinators and the Tournament Director will monitor the weather.  Field Marshals will report any weather concerns to the Site Coordinator.  

Lightning
· In the event of lightning, the fields will be cleared. 
· Upon the suspension of play, teams MUST take shelter in their vehicles - do not leave the site and do not go to the Tournament Tent or gazebos for shelter. 
· Play will be suspended at least 30 minutes after the last lightning strike is detected.

Communication for Severe Weather
· Three (3) long blasts on an air horn will signal that everyone should go to their cars. 
· Field Marshals will also be notified by radio of the suspension and resumption of play.     
· Three (3) short blasts on air horn will indicate that you may return to the fields.  
· The Tournament Director or designee will determine when to halt or start proceedings
· Weather updates will be posted on the tournament website and social media pages.
    
Summary 
If there is a possibility of severe weather, the tournament director, referee assignor, referee staff and tournament staff will discuss these guidelines in their pre-event meetings. This is to ensure that all officials have a clear understanding of their responsibilities and duties. Referees should clearly identify what assistance they expect in detecting and bringing in their immediate attention any dangerous weather conditions that may not be directly visible to them. If such conditions develop only after the game has begun, the referee should stop the game review matters with the assistant referees to ensure player safety.

In the event of rain, play will continue unless halted by the site OR if the fields become so wet as to present a serious potential of injury to players or of lasting damage to the fields. 

Reschedules/Cancellation(s)
Games shall be considered completed if the first half has concluded and play is stopped by either the Field Referee or the Tournament Directors.     

In the event that a match(es) is/are cancelled due to inclement weather, the score at the time of the cancellation will be declared final and will be recorded as such if one half has been completed. If the first half has not been completed and the game is stopped, every effort will be made to complete the game, or play to complete at least the first half and record the score as final. If the game is cancelled before it starts, every effort will be made to reschedule the game and if rescheduling is not possible will be recorded as a 0-0 tie. 

However, in the event that rescheduling is not possible, and game cancellation creates a situation where teams within the division are unable to play an equal number of qualifying games, the group winner will be determined on the basis of awarding the average tournament points earned in the other games, to the teams that were unable to complete an official game, followed by the tie breaking procedure if necessary.     

The Tournament Director reserves the right to make whatever adjustments may be necessary in game length to proceed with the schedule following a delay due to inclement weather. It is possible for play to be halted because of a weather situation at one site but not at others. In this case, the above will apply to the teams at the site at which games have been halted. Games scheduled at other sites not affected by the weather shall continue as normal.     
    
In the event of rain during the finals the above procedure will be followed. If at all possible, final contests will be decided on the field by completion of the game or by penalty kicks if time or conditions do not permit game completion. If awards are presented for a division and the presentation is suspended, the head coach of each of the final teams should present themselves immediately following the end of their contest at the Tournament Tent to receive their team's trophies.     

Note: It is the responsibility of each coach and team manager to check the Tournament website for reschedule information.     
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